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Fr. Driscoll's Farewell

aN Tuesday evening, Jan. 20th, the student

body, as well as many members of the

Alumni, of Villanova, gathered to tender a

farewell to Rev. Fr. Fancis A. Driscoll,

0. S. A., our retiring president. A very
appetizing banquet was served in the Monastery
dining hall, at which many former students of Villa-

nova were present. After the inner man had been

satisfied the guests retired to the College Auditor-

ium where the student body had already assembled.

The gathering was presided over by Rev. J. M.
Fleming, 0. S. A., Prior of Villanova. His opening

remarks, which were well chosen and to the point,

concerned chiefly the work which is being done at

Villanova for the advancement of Catholic educa-

tion. He pointed out in a brief but forceful way
how this work has steadily progressed during Fr.

Driscoll's tenure of office. Fr. Fleming then intro-

duced Rev. James H. Griffin, 0. S. A., who spoke for

the faculty. Fr. Griffin spoke in glowing terms of

the great strides which Villanova has made during

the past several years. As example of this progress

he mentioned the division of the executive duties of

the institution among the several deans, the estab-

lishment of the Business, Pre-Medical, and Pharma-
ceutic Schools, as well as the Normal School, which

has made possible the attainment of state normal

school certificates by our Catholic Sisters. Fr.

Griffin's speech contained many interesting anec-

dotes which made it doubly pleasing. In closing he

wished Fr. Driscoll god-speed and success in his new
work.

Martin J. McLaughlin spoke for the Alumni of

Villanova. He pointed out how Fr. Driscoll, by the

formation of Villanova clubs in various sections of

the East, had been able to revive the spirit of the

Alumni Association, which "had been dying a slow

death."

Our basketball coach, Michael Saxe, next took the

floor. While admittedly rather nervous, Mr. Saxe

gave a clear indication of his friendship for Fr.

Driscoll and his sorrow at his departure. In the

name of the basketball team Mr. Saxe presented Fr.

Driscoll with a very suitable gift which he trusted

will often bring Villanova and "Mike" back to his

mind.

The next speaker, Very Rev. N. J. Vasey, 0. S. A.,

Provincial of the Augustinian order, told of the

work that Fr. Dricoll is to take up. At the request

of Rt. Rev. Bishop Kelley, of Oklahoma City, Fr.

Driscoll is to start a Catholic High School, which

will eventually be the center of Catholic education in

that diocese. In the words of Fr. Vasey, Fr. Dris-

coll is taking into the West the spirit of Villanova,

which has been so potent for good in the East.

Mr. Charles A. McGeehan, who spoke in behalf of

the lay faculty and the Athletic Association, told of

the flrst time he had seen the retiring president

and of how he had found in later years that Fr.

Driscoll could do other things just as well as he could

play ball. Mr. McGeehan said that Fr. Driscoll is a

man among men and he had drawn around him
those who were fitted to carry on the work of edu-

cation. Mr. McGeehan presented a brief case from
the athletes of Villanova and a handsome travelling

bag from the lay members of the faculty.

The farewell of the student body was tendered by
Mr. Daniel B. McLaughlin, president of the Senior

class. He told Fr. Driscoll how much he would be

missed and bade him god-speed.

Fr. Driscoll, in response to the speeches which
had been made in his honor, disclaimed all credit

for the advancement which has marked the years

during which he has been president, and stated that

raisher the praise should go to the faithful and loyal

members of the faculty who had been ever ready to

do their all for the good of the school. He thanked

the faculty in a touching manner for the support

they had afforded him and said that he could never

forget the spirit of co-operation which had been

shown.

The program was interspersed with musical num-
bers. The College Band and Symphony entertained

with several very pleasing selections. Francis C.

Pickett, Joseph M. Kenney and Joseph J. McGuinn
each contributed to the evening's entertainment

with a vocal selection. A very pleasant evening was
brought to a close with the singing of "Hail, Villa-

nova," by the entire student body.
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